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Having experienced the hospitality of Mexico City in 2001 and 2004 and worked with students there, 

as well as working with students in Berlin for many years I was faced with many questions.  

These questions are about living and working in a city. They look at design and communication, they 
take a closer look on public life, personal places and official signs. There are questions about personal 

attitude, way of thinking, living and designing.  

There might be some answers to these questions. I will try to get them through a few projects, all done 
in Mexico City and Berlin by students from both cities.  

Maybe we will even have more questions in the end.  

 

 
 

First of all I want to look at the city itself. The aim is to gather as many information as possible. Not 

only with an objective view but also a very personal one.  
Here we are looking at Mexico City and Berlin:  

 

1. What possibilities do we have to describe the city, the inhabitants, the daily living? 
 
Geographical pictures  
Probably the first contact to an unknown place. With your finger in the atlas.  

 

I I  
 

Official websites of the cities  

Usually this is the quickest way to get some information about an unknown city. The other advantage 
is that the information usually is up to date.  

 

I I  



Postcards sent all over the world  

Sending postcards has always been a tradition of travelling people. With the use of the Internet the 

digital version becomes more and more popular.  
 

I  

 
 

Personal reports  

Talking about the experiences in different cities has been quite a private thing. With Weblogs people 

started to make their reports public, often followed with lively online discussions.  
 

 

Photos taken by tourists  
These pictures are mostly taken for documentation and to preserve positive impressions during a stay. 

Often enough they tend to be annoying to others, forced to watch them and listen to the cheerful 

memories of the person showing them.  
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City maps  

Abstract pictures showing the structure of the city. Useful helper not only for tourists but also for 
inhabitants who don’t know every part of their city with some millions inhabitants.  
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Maps of public transport  

It is a big task to create easy to understand plans of such complex traffic systems. They should be 

easy to understand, without knowledge of language or even without the ability to read.  
 

I I  
 

 

Traffic  

Many visitors from Germany get quite nostalgic feelings being faced with the Beatle all over the streets 
in Mexico City. One of only a few signs left from the DDR is the “Ampelmännchen”. Besides the 

Brandenburg Gate one of the famous signs, often used for different souvenirs.  
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Statistical Numbers and Graphics  

Exciting life reduced to numbers and diagrams. But it is useful information for a lot of people and 

besides a demanding task for designers.   
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Weather  

Always a good theme. Especially if it changes that often like in Mexico City.  
 

 

 



Language  

It is quite good to have English as a worldwide language. But it usually doesn’t replace the knowledge 

of the local language with all the details of words and structure of sentences.  
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Noise of the city  

You will surely find different noise in every city. Depending on the area, the day of the week, the time, 
even depending on the weather.  

 

 
Music in the streets  

Sometimes you will find live music as an expression of local culture, sometimes there are people from 

different cultures bringing their music to cities all over the world.  

Italians, living and working in Berlin around 1900, created an instrument, the “Harmonipan” which is 
still in use for traditional street music in Berlin and can also be found in the streets of Mexico City.  
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Clothing  

If you are looking for the cliché of traditional, local clothing, you will hardly find it. A sombrero is not a 
sign for urban living in Mexico City. And leather trousers are just a traditional piece of clothing in the 

countryside of southern Germany. 
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Religion  

There is a big discussion in Germany about the role of religion in politics and education. In Mexico City 

you find signs of religious life nearly everywhere.  
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History  

Comparing Berlin, founded in 1237 to a city which roots reach back more than 3000 years is not a 
good point. But in Mexico City it is of interest, that you can see traces of history all over the city, which 

do influence the structure of it.  
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Social Structures  
Especially in big cities social conditions are often quite obvious. An example how you can handle this 

can be seen in a students work in the second part.  

 
 

Communication  

Everywhere in the city you will find communication. Most interesting often is the non-designed pieces 

of communication. From typography with no rules out of books to artistically street art.  
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All these impressions lead to the second part with the following question:  

 

2. Does living in a certain city influence our way of thinking, our abilities of perception, 
our way of designing?  
 
To find answers to this, we will look at different projects from students. They are all studying 

communication design, either in Mexico City or in Berlin or with experiences in both cities.  

 
 

 

Project 1: “Milkbar”  

 
This project was made in April 2001 simultaneously in Mexico City and Berlin. The task was to create 

a logo and some basic parts of a corporate design for a milkbar. Students started with the same 

briefing and worked on this project for four days, exchanging their steps of work and the results by 
Internet.  

 

 

 

I
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Project 2: “Places in the City”  

 

This project took place in Mexico City in October 2004 and a few weeks later in Berlin.  
Students were asked to choose a place anywhere in the city and describe it very carefully and 

personally. The final design was a postcard.  
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Project 3: “Berlin VS Mexico D.F.”  

 

This project was the degree of Thomas Krämer, a student from Berlin. He was living in Berlin and for 
some weeks in Mexico City to do the research for this project. The title is “Black Tar – White 

Feathers”. The results are a photo book and a short film, documenting the life of street kids in both 

cities. It was presented in March 2005.  
Growing up with both languages, German and Spanish, Thomas had a good base for this work. The 

sensitive approach to his actors and their open-hearted reactions lead to a great result.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Project 4: Student exchange  
 

During summer 2005 Anne Krieger, a Berlin student went to Mexico City for the summer courses.  

Her personal experiences as well as her projects done in Berlin compared to the projects made in 
Mexico City will add further material.  
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All others from students of Mexico City and Berlin  


